German versus Hun

To escape would be easy if one did not drag the Fatherland
about with one on the soles of one's shoes ! A painful parody
of Danton ! It is painful to stroll in the Luxembourg and to
drag about with one everywhere a fragment of Hamburg
or Prussia or Bavaria.                        HEINRICH HEINE, 1831

(Shortly before his arrest Danton was advised to flee. He
replied: "Emporte-t-on sa patrie a la semelle de ses
souliers?")

It would be terrible if I really dared not enter Germany
again ! For then, of course, I could no longer leave Germany,
and I should be robbed of the fairest hours of my life.

LUDWIG BORNE,   1831

*

Time and my youth were in Germany wasted; refreshment
Came from the South too late for my weary spirit.

AUGUST  COUNT VON   PLATEN-HALLERMUNDE,   1834

The Fatherland has astonishingly little attraction for me.

FRIEDRICH   HEBBEL,   1845

I honestly confess that I shudder at the thought of the
German atmosphere; not because, like many another silly
fellow, I insist that one can breathe only under skies of azure
blue, but simply and solely because to my mind the first
fruit of political movements in themselves of the greatest
importance, and highly desirable, seems to consist in a
barbaric indifference to the highest processes of the human
intellect, such as stifles all artistic impulse.

FRIEDRICH  HEBBEL  (Rome),   1845

If the metallic foundation of my life were as well based as
the intellect I would not again enter Germany, but I would
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